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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 May 2006 . 
2a)n This action Is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) IEI Claim(s) 1-27 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) EI Claim(s) 12-22 and 27 is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim{s) 1-11 and 23-26 Is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 02 February 2004 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomn PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed OfHce action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) P^Per No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Infomial Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1. In view of the Pre-Appeal Conference Decision mailed on 12-June-2006, PROSECUTION 
IS HEREBY REOPENED. New grounds of rejection are set forth below. 

2. Claims 1-27 are presently pending in the application, of which, claims 1,12, and 23 are 
presented in independent form. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 1-1 1 and 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Independent claim 1 (and its dependents) recites the limitation of a "system", intended 
"for providing an improved graphical user interface", intended for use in a ^Sveb search". A 
system is generally defined as, "a functionally related group of components". 

However, the above claim comprises "a search region containing a user's search criteria"; 
"a result region comprising indicia of a plurality of search categories"; and "a connection 
indicator establishing a visual connection" between the search region and one of the search 
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category indicia. The above regions are "data fields" containing information, and do not 
necessarily perform a function, and therefore, are considered to be non-functional descriptive 
material. 

The "connection indicator" in the above claim is interpreted by the Examiner as an 
"appearance" that visually relates the two fields (regions) of non-descriptive fimctional 
materials. Therefore, claim 1 as a whole, is directed to non-function descriptive material 
which is not considered statutory under 35 U.S.C. 101. 

Independent claim 23 (and its dependent claims) recite "an improved graphical user 
interface for search" (which is interpreted to be a "system"), comprising the same "search 
regions"; "result region"; and "connection indicator" as in claim 1 above. Therefore, as 
estabUshed in claim 1, claim 23 as a whole, is also directed to non-function descriptive 
material which is not considered statutory under 35 U.S.C. 101. 

Appropriate corrections are required. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 12-22 and 27 are allowed over the prior art made of record. 



6. The following is a statement of reasons for allowance: 
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The prior art made of record, including the AppHcant's admitted prior art, do not 
disclose, teach, or suggest the claimed limitation (in combination with all other features in 
the claim) of a "connection indicator" visually associating a search region containing the 
search terai with one of the search category indicia, as claimed in claim 12. 

Although the Applicant's admitted prior art (instant application, figure 1) clearly shows a 
visual connection between search category indicia "Web" (reference 60) and the search term 
"bemese mountain dog" (references 38) in the section identified as "A", it does not visually 
associate a search region (reference 20) containing the search term (reference 30) with the 
search category indicia "Web" (reference 60), as claimed in claim 12. 

Claims 13-22 and 27 are allowed over the prior art made of record as dependents of the 
allowed independent claim 12. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed in the Pre-Appeal Conference Request on 05-May-2006 with 
respect to the rejected claims in view of the cited references have been fully considered but 
they are moot in view of the new grounds for rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiries concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the examiner 
should be directed to Tony Mahmoudi whose telephone number is (571) 272-4078. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Fridays firom 08:00 am to 04:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaffin, can be reached at (571) 272-4146. 
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